
DOCUMENT 2



 

We acknowledge the many Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia
and honour their Elders past and present. We respect their deep enduring
connection to their lands, waterways, and surrounding clan groups since time
immemorial. We cherish the richness of First Nations Peoples’ artistic and cultural
expressions.
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OFFICIAL: Sensitive 

JUDGES’ REPORT: PRIME MINISTERS LITERARY AWARDS 2024 
YOUNG ADULT PANEL  
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Kate Eltham 
Erin Wamala 
Pip Harry
Convenor: Sean Williams 

Judges' comments 
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The judges’ final recommendations are as follow:
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WELCOME TO SEX (Melissa Kang & Yumi Stynes)

A fearless, frank and important resource for young people, Welcome to Sex is meticulously 
researched and comprehensive in its representation of sex and sexual experience, centring 
and addressing young people instead of the anxious adults around them. The text is very 
inclusive in its language and the content can be read by all young adults regardless of sexual 
orientation, identity, gender, culture or ability.  

Kang and Stynes’s combined voice is warm, friendly and approachable—brooking no 
awkward silences in what can be a difficult conversation between young people and adults. 
Young people are themselves represented in the text, through letters and other contributions, 
alongside adults and sexual educators, adding extra layers and thoroughness to the book.

High production values from publisher Hardie Grant and wonderful illustrations from Jenny 
Latham complete an informative, entertaining, and potentially life-saving book that should 
find a place in every home (even ones that don’t contain a teenager). 

 



 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside Creative Australia. Be
cautious, particularly with links and attachments.

From:
To:
Subject: PM YA shortlist *final*
Date: Monday, 24 June 2024 10:52:01 AM

Dear 

Below you'll find, in alphabetical order, our shortlist for the YA category. 

We'll be drafting our report this week and settling on the winner no later than our meeting
on Saturday. 

Is that schedule okay with you?

You'll note that one of the non-fiction books made it to our shortlist - something we're all
really pleased about - so thanks for your thoughts on that a couple of weeks ago. :-)

Cheers,

GRACE NOTES (Karen Comer)
A HUNGER OF THORNS (Lili Wilkinson)
WE COULD BE SOMETHING (Will Kostakis)
WE DIDN’T THINK IT THROUGH (Gary Lonesborough)
WELCOME TO SEX (Kang & Stynes)
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EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside Creative Australia. Be
cautious, particularly with links and attachments.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject: Re: Confidential: PM Literary Awards 2024 shortlisting
Date: Monday, 26 August 2024 8:07:52 PM

Dear  
Thank you for letting us know - still such a wonderful honour and I will be thrilled to be
there cheering the winner and all of us 

Warm wishes

On Mon, 26 Aug 2024 at 4:24 PM,  wrote:

Dear 

 

In anticipation of the big event on the 12th September, a note to let you know
that Welcome to Sex was not the overall winner for the Young Adult category
and you will not need to prepare a speech. You will receive $5000 between you
in recognition of the significant achievement of being shortlisted for this
prestigious award, and we very much look forward to celebrating you and your
work soon.

 

Best wishes
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Most people know Dr Melissa Kang as the longest-serving expert behind the iconic Dolly 
Doctor column, but she’s also a practising medical doctor for marginalised young people and 
has academic roles at the University of Technology Sydney and the University of Sydney. 
She is fifth-generation Malaysian-Chinese Anglo-Australian, which makes specialising in 
adolescent sexuality and sexual health all the more interesting. She continues to speak 
about these topics in the mainstream media.
 
Yumi Stynes is a second-gen Japanese-Australian TV and radio presenter. She’s currently the 
host of Ladies, We Need to Talk, an award-winning podcast that explores all the trickiest 
topics and taboos about women’s health, including periods, discharge, difficult motherhood, 
and whether or not your vagina is weird.  
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Welcome to Sex is a frank, age-appropriate introductory guide to sex and sexuality for teens of all 
genders.

There’s no denying it – sex can be pretty tricky ... and talking about sex can feel weird and so 
uncomfortable. But it doesn’t have to be that way! 

This little book is packed with honest advice on everything you need to know about sex: how to know 
when you're ready and reasons not to have sex, exploring pleasure on your own to becoming sexually 
intimate with others, contraception and staying safe, how to communicate about sex, wobbly starts 
and awkward moments.
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From:
To: Adrian Collette
Cc:
Subject: RE: For visibility: Talking points PMLA
Date: Wednesday, 7 August 2024 5:53:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Thanks Adrian, yes, they won’t be able to say we haven’t prepped them! Sounds good to add
in the other awards. Will do that now and send to OFTA colleagues for providing to PM&C.
 

 
From: Adrian Collette <adrian.collette@creative.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 5:19 PM
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: RE: For visibility: Talking points PMLA

 

‘These notes look good to me – comprehensive!
Is it worth mentioning the other awards that Welcome to Sex has won? (I’m not
particularly fussed – just a thought….)
 
With thanks
 
Adrian
 
 

Adrian Collette AM
Chief Executive Officer
Office of the CEO
T: +61 2 9215 9001 
adrian.collette@creative.gov.au

Creative Australia
Level 5, 60 Union Street, Pyrmont,
NSW 2009
contact us | follow us
creativepartnerships.gov.au
creative.gov.au
 

 
 

From:  
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 3:03 PM
To: Adrian Collette <adrian.collette@creative.gov.au>
Cc: 
Subject: For visibility: Talking points PMLA

 
Hi Adrian
 
Here are the talking points we have prepped for PM:  CONFIDENTIAL - Talking points -
Prime Minister's Literary Awards.docx
 
I have highlighted the parts of the TPs that you might want to look at in particular given your
conversations.
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