Young People: First Nations Arts & Culture Project Fund
Key Information 
Applications close: Tuesday, 12 November 2024
Amount: $10,000 to $20,000
Notifications: January 2025

Please note: To apply you must be registered in our Application Management System, a minimum of two business days prior to the closing date.

Contact
Please direct all guidelines, application, and general enquiries to:
Tammy Close
Project Manager, First Nations Arts and Culture
T: +61 02 9215 9145
E: tammy.close@creative.gov.au 

About the Opportunity 
The Young People: First Nations Arts & Culture Project Fund is open to Australian First Nations artists or arts workers between the ages of 18 and 35 to support creative practice and career development, nationally and internationally across all art forms. 

This opportunity aims to build the capacity of First Nations young people’s skills development, career pathways, marketing, and audience development to maintain and elevate their practice and engagement in the arts and cultural sectors and creative industries.

[bookmark: _Int_nj39UFMk]This new initiative is part of Creative Australia’s First Nations First industry development programs. The programs have been developed in response to extensive community consultation on priorities and needs of the sector in response to Pillar1, First Nations First – Revive, the Australian Government’s shared vision for Australia: a place for every story and a story for every place.  These new initiatives aim to elevate existing programs and deliver new funding that build on a 50-year legacy of First Nations leadership and investment at Creative Australia.  

Grants are available from $10,000 to $20,000. 

The Young People: First Nations Arts & Culture Projects can commence from February 2025 and must be completed 12 months from the proposed start date.

Eligibility
Who can apply?
· Australian First Nations artists or arts and culture workers who are between the ages of 18 and 35 years
· Living in Australia

Please note: You can only submit one application for this grant initiative.

[bookmark: _Int_ZxQgwfdO]Who can’t apply?
[bookmark: _Int_3GD9N86O]You can’t apply for this grant if:
· You are not an Australian First Nations practicing artist or arts and culture worker
· You are a group or organisation
· You are a manager or agent of a First Nations artist or creative
· You are based outside of Australia
· You have already received funding for the same project from Creative Australia
· you have an overdue grant report with Creative Australia
· you owe money to Creative Australia

What can the funding be used for?
Activities can include but are not limited to:
· professional skills development, including mentoring, masterclasses, workshops, and residencies
· Creation of new work
· Practiced based research
· Creative development
· Experimentation
· Collaborations and exchanges
· Touring
· Productions
· Exhibitions
· Performances
· Publishing
· Recording
· Promotion and marketing
· Market development activity
· Materials costs associated with a particular project/program

Please note: Activities can take place nationally, internationally, online, in-person, or in combination. 

If you are unsure of your project idea, please contact the Project Manager. Tammy Close on (02) 9215 9145 or tammy.close@creative.gov.au. 


Protocols for Using First Nations Cultural and Intellectual Property in the Arts 
If your application involves working with other First Nations artists, arts and culture workers, communities, or subject matter you must adhere to these Protocols, and provide evidence of this in your application and support material.  More information on the First Nations Protocols is available here.

Assessment Criteria
A First Nations Industry Advisory Panel will review eligible applications against the following assessment criteria:

1. Project Quality
This may include: 
· Clear project vision, process, and outcome
· demonstrated artform experience and skills
· quality of evidenced previous work

2. Project Impact 
This may include: 
· significance of the work within the relevant area of practice
· clear benefits to career development, and/or to artistic and cultural practice 
· contribution to cultural expression (if applicable)

3. Project Viability
This may include:
· realistic and achievable project timeline
· realistic and achievable budget, along with breakdown
· relevant support material including letters of support from Elders, mentors, and community.
· evidence that the Protocols for using First Nations Cultural and Intellectual Property in the Arts have been adhered to (if applicable).

Application form
The application form will ask you to provide:
· a title of your project
· a project summary 
· an explanation of how this project will benefit your career and professional development
· a detailed outline of what you would like to do and key steps
· details if you are working with other people as part of this project
· activities details
· statistical Information
· a detailed project budget that includes income and in-kind support (optional), expenses for your activity, including any access costs related to the project
· any support material relevant to your project including examples of your previous and current work, short bios and letters of confirmation from additional creatives involved, partnerships, participants, communities, and First Nations Elders, or organisations.

Support material

You should submit support material with your application. The First Nations Industry Advisory Panel will review your support material to help them gain a better sense of your project.

There are four types of support material you may submit:

1. Artistic support material
This should include relevant, recent examples of your artistic or cultural work.

2.  Biographies and CVs
You can include your current brief bio or curriculum vitae (CV) of the applicant and key artists, personnel or other collaborators involved in your project.

Please note: Brief bios or CV information should be presented as a single document no longer than two A4 pages in total. 

3. Letters of support
Individuals, groups, or organisations can write letters in support of your project. A support letter should explain how the project or activity will benefit you, other artists or arts professionals, participants, or the broader community.  
If relevant to your activity, letters of support may also provide evidence of appropriate cultural protocols, and permissions or outline the support of key project partners. You can include up to five letters of support with each support letter not exceeding one A4 page.

4. Letters of confirmation
If your application involves an invitation to a residency, to present your work or attend a conference, either nationally or internationally, you must evidence this by providing letters of confirmation. Each letter must include confirmation of any invitations, partner fees, or contributions to the activity, whether cash or in-kind.
Please provide a single link to all letters or scan them into one PDF file and attach it to your application. You can include up to five letters of confirmation, with each letter not exceeding one A4 page.

Ways of providing your support material
Our preferred method of receiving support material is via URLs (weblinks).

You can provide up to three URLs (weblinks) that link to content that is relevant to your project activity. This may include video, audio, images, or written material.
These URLs can include a total of:
· 10 minutes of video and/or audio recording
· 10 images
· 10 pages of written material.

Please note: The First Nations Industry Advisory Panel will not access any URLs that require them to log in or sign up to a platform. Please do not provide links to Spotify or other applications that require users to log in or pay for access.
If you are linking to media files that are private or password protected like Vimeo, please provide the password in the password field on the application form.

Other accepted file formats:
If you cannot supply support material via URLs, you may upload support material to your application in the following formats:
· video (MP4, QuickTime, and Windows Media)
· audio (MP3 and Windows Media)
· images (JPEG and PowerPoint)
· written material (Word and PDF).

Please Note: We do not accept application-related support material submitted via post. Application-related material received by post will not be assessed and will be returned to the sender. 

If you think you will have difficulty submitting your support material online or need advice on what type of material to submit, please contact the Project Manager. Tammy Close on (02) 9215 9145 or tammy.close@creative.gov.au.


