
Arts Nation 
An Overview of Australian Arts

Arts Nation brings together data from both primary and secondary sources. See the Arts Nation report for references and contributors. This Fact Sheet has been 
produced by the Australia Council for the Arts as part of our Arts Nation research project. For more information on the research and to view other fact sheets and 
resources go to www.australiacouncil.gov.au/artsnation.

Arts Nation is a new report which provides evidence as a catalyst for informed discussion about the arts.   March 2015

T H E  C U LT U R A L  E C O N O M Y

T H E  A R T S  A R E  D E E P LY  E M B E D D E D  I N  A U S T R A L I A’ S  C U LT U R A L  S E C TO R

Economic contribution 
The cultural sector contributed $50 billion to Australia’s GDP in 2012–13, a similar share of GDP to the USA and Canada.  
Key Australian arts industries contributed $4.2 billion1 – arts sector-wide this would be higher.

CULTURE CORE ARTS

Contribution to  Australia’s GDP $50 billion Over $4.2 billion

Proportion of Australia’s GDP 4.0% Over 0.3%

1.  Includes performing arts, music recording and publishing, and arts education

Government expenditure
Australian governments spent $7 billion on culture in 2012–13. This was 1.3 percent of total government expenditure, and included 
$1.3 billion on core arts.

CULTURE2 CORE ARTS3

Government expenditure $7 billion $1.3 billion

Average per-person expenditure $308 $58

2.  Includes Australian, State and Territory and local government expenditure
3.  Local government expenditure is currently not available for core arts

C O N S U M E R  S P E N D I N G
The main source of income to the arts is consumer spending. Australians spend almost $20 billion on cultural activities annually 
with over a quarter of this expenditure on arts products and experiences. 

$1.5 BILLION 
in ticket sales to live performances in Australia in 2013
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The Major Performing Arts Group experienced an 81% increase in private support between 2009 and 2013.  
Philanthropic donations have overtaken corporate sponsorship to become the dominant source of private sector support. 

 

Crowdfunding is a small but rapidly growing source of private support. $4.8 million was raised by Australian arts projects in 2013–14, 
almost four times more than in 2011–12, and with a higher than average success rate.

Private giving        Corporate sponsorship

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

$69m

$61m
$63m
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$47m
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$35m
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$30m
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$30m

 $221 MILLION 
 Total private sector support for the arts in 2009–10

 7%  
 of Australians contributed to arts crowdfunding in 2013


